aſt 


The explanation of the Pillure on the Title, 


Ehold that holy Cell where Nunnes abide, 
And doe in Lyſbons Monaſtry recide. 
A Hercis the wall in which a grate doth ftand, 
Dijuiding ivſt the ſame on either hand. 
B Within, @ Frier (itteth onhis ſeat, 
And as Confe(lor doth the Nunnes intreat, 
C Without, a Nun doth kneele,who ſtraight begins, 
With ſober lookes, to vtter all her (innes. 
D Bur if you looke vpon the other ſide, 
A ſleighter grate doth ſuch a wall diuide ; 
W hich vp and downe1s lifredac their leaſure, 
As Nuns and Friers one another pleaſure ; 
For rather then ſhee1l diſobedient be, 
She vnder creepes, as you the ſame may lee, 
E Thence doe they cheetly pace it arme inarme; 
Friers haue power lilly Nuns to charme, 
F Soon abedthey wanton, clip, and kiſſe, 
There's nothing ina Nunnery amitle. 
G Then Jock a banquet on a TabfEſtand, 
Andfrom the bed he leads her by the hand z 
| Whereat they care, carouſe, and kifle againe ; 
And, in a word, doe no delight refraine, 
H Till Robinſon doth fret to fee the guile, 
How ſuch ditſemblers at the world can (mile: 
| So ina fury he the curtaine takes, 
And open wide, with cither hand it ſhakes; 
Bidding allmen (behold) how they collude, 
And coe poorclilly Nouices delude, 
7 Forthough they dopretend the brane worlds ſcorn, 
Yer rotheir ſecret Vaults treaſure js borne ; | 
| And riches comes in'many wayes beſide: 
Thus they haue reaſon Englandto deride. 
T hey doe indeed faire chaſtity profeſſe, 
| Obedience, ponerty,/andſeeme no lelſe; 
But God doth know, and Robmyen cin tell, 
All is a beaftly falſkood in this Cell, 
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 Difſected and laid open by one that was | 


| ſometime a yonger Brother of the Conent : 


Who (ifthe grace of God had nor prevented him) might haue 


r 
growne as old in a wicked life as he oldeſt amongft tham, 


Publiſhed by LAnthoritie. 
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ENDED EDD 
TOTHE RIGHT 


VVORSHIPFVLL 
M* Thomas Gurlin, Maior of the no lefſe 


ancient then loyall and wel-goucrned tewne 
of King:-Lyme in Norfolke, and his Wor- 
ſhipfull Brethren che Aldermen of 


che ſame, &c, 


HE induſtrious and painful! 
6 Sea-ran, Right Worſhipftll, 

% 7 (thatl may goe no farther 
WW) %, -» for an example then mine 
- =I owne Profcilion, becauſe 


awed ' ſupranos,nibil ad nos Ybcing a long time 


crofled with ynfauourable winds,perſiſteth 
notwithſtanding in attempting to attaine to 
his defired Port : which not being able to 
atchicue, direaly and vpona preciſerhomb 
or point, hemaketh his way by diuers Mz- 
anders and crooked turnings, lying ſome- 

A3 times 


— 


Tas ErisTLE 


times Eaſt, ' and anon Welt, ſo neare his 
courſe as thewind will permit, and by this ; | 


{ meanes at length he ankoterh in the wiſh- 


cd harbour. Euck fo my ſelfe hauing of a 
long time deſired to recouer ſome fit occa- 
{lon or meanes (as my moſt wiſhed Port)to 
exprelleathankfull mind vnto your Wor- 
ſhips,for no ſmall benefits formerly confer- 
red vpon me, (49 bene apud memores veter is 
ſtat gratia fa&i) could neuer through con- 
rrarie winds of aduerle fortune,arriucthere 
inſaf-ry ; but hauc had a long trauerle to 
and tro, with lice likchhood of tairer wea- 
ther, till now at length with my bowlins 


{ tharpe haled {pardon pray you my ruder 


Sca-phrale) 1 haue doubled the Cape of 
good Hope : from whencel am bold to ſend 
you this firſt returne of what 1 long ſince | 
rooke vp of you vpon intereſt,it being not- | 
withſtanding no way of worth to counters | 
vaileany (thoughcheleaſt) part of the debt 
I owe you, Forit is now ſome yearcsagone 
that I ſct ſaile from ghe hauen of your helpe, 
bound for the Port of Prudence, (the Vni- | 
verſity / 


DzDvicaToRy. 


with your favour and friend{bip : where 
through mineownenezligence,(letmecuer 
ſigh toremember it) hauing fore{lowed my 
beſt market, and letting goe my moſt pre- 
cious commodity, (my Time) at an vnder- 
value, I remained a great loſer by my voy. 
age ; not being able tomake vnto you (my 
Worſhiptull Creditors) ſuch fatisfaQion as 
you mightiufily expe&, And now entring 
into a conſideration of yourgentleforbea- 
ranceof me, 1 doomed my ſcite worthy to 
beare the brand of ingratitude, if I ihould 
forget you, Whereupon, not as any part of 
payment, but as a4 recognizance and ac- 
knowledgement of that debt—and duty, 
which 1 owe to your W*;,1preſumpgtoſend 
youthis inſuing diſcourſe, warm more 
plaineinthe manner, then truein the mat- 
rer. If you ſhall daigne to giue it fau_ _urable 
acceptance, 1 haue what I delircd, andin 
the hope thereof (alwayes praying for your 
| proſperity and welfare) reſt 

T our Worſhips dutifull 1ebtor, 


m— 


verſity of Cambridze) being fully traughted ' 


Trouas RonwinsSON. 
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Tothe indifferent Reader, 


Eader, if thu Title of this booke being The 
\ \ YN Anatomy. of the Engliſh Nunnery at 
== y; Lisbon, doe wake thee expebt ſome (by- 
>= W. rurgical myſteries, or profound Leiture 
Wan) p01 4 diſſetted body, let me [atisfie thee, 
1 PRt2 25 424 [ave thee 4 "ab of reading it , for 
LE —== thou art much deceined:the Author here- 
of is a man of no ſuch Stience ; being better chilled in Tacke), 
Sheats, Braces, Bowlins, &c. (ffrange words perchance tothy 
vnderſtanding, and yet no canting ) then in Veines, Sinewes, 
HMuſcles, and Arteries, Tet what he promiſeth by the Title, 
he hath performed in the Treatiſe, and bath truly anatomiz.cd 
this bandmaid of the Whore of Babylon ; laying open ber prin- 
cipall veines and ſinewes mſuch ſort, that he 1s Feld ro challenge 
the proudeft Dotlor of ber acquaintance to traduce his works, 
or to taxe him of the leaſt untruth m what hee bath written : 
for bere is nothing publiſhed, but what his owne experience, be- 
mg optima magiftra, hath rawght hins, and whereof bee hath 
beene ocularus teſtis,Onely the phraſe be vſeth « like himſel/e, 
blunt and vnelegant ; for, Ex quolibetligno non fir Mercu- 
rius: winke therefore 4 little atthe method,and ſaruay the mat- 
ter it ſelfexwith the wide-open eyes of thy underſtanding, and 
ſpare not, And if thou be not already addifted too much ro Po- 
pery, thou maiſt -peraduenture find a preſeruatine againſt it, 
Howſoener here it preſenteth «t ſelfe to the view of the worl1 ; 
beit well or ill accepted, it maketh not much matter : for the 
Amrbor will alwaies carry this comfort abort him, A good 
Conſcience is a continuall feaſt, Tale, 


T, R. 


lag THE 


TRHRHE:B-NGETSH 
NVNNERY, AT LisBoN 


IN PorTvGALL, 


— 


AVING by reaſon of my 
Callivg,beene ofremtimes oc- 
caſtened to trauell beyond the 
Seas: it ſo chanced that I was 
once (through diuers acci- 
dents ) driuen to haue ſome 
conference with father Seth, | 

alias 7oſeph Foſter an Engliſh Frier in Lis59n, and. 

the ſole Conteſſor ofa Conent of Engliſh Nuns 
reliding in the ſame Citie, who by his tubrill and 
wily fetches inticed mee to abide with him in the 

| houſe, imploying me daily ia copying out cerrain | 

Treatiſes of Obedicnce, which he had compoſed 

for the Nunnes. And after a while hauing depri- 

ued me ofmeanes to depart from him, by taking 
away my apparell, and putting me into 2 diſgui- 
zed fooliſh habire (of which I was heartily aſha- 

B mcd) | 
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| hang them) they 
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a There are not 4 
few Fryers and 
Prieſts that hawe 
zo other meanes 
to find their 
Maſſe;und when 
they baue found 
it; (iſ you would 


are no! able 19 
conſtrue twa 
lanes of it. 


b See Stowes 
Chronicle at 
large. 
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mee) both he and the Abbefle, withſome others 


of the ſiſters (as hay call them) neuer ceaſed to |_ 
c 


vrge re by deep difſembled intreaties & perſwa- 
fhons,vntill I had giuen conſent ro become a holy 
Brother and Mafſe-pricſt inthe houſe, for I had | 
ſoone attained to mare skill inthe Rubrick, then 
euery ſhaucling is ordinarily accuſtomed to | 
have, and could readily(«) find out & know any | 


| Maſſe by the great Letter at the beginning of it : | 


and more then that, I could fing Aue regina, and 
Salue Santta parens, which is learning enqugh in | 
conſcicce for any abbey-lubber,vnleflc he be too | 
vnreaſonable. So that now there wanted nothing 
to my taking of Orders, ſaue only that my mino- 
rity and wantof yeres hindred it: whereforce in the 
meane time I continued in writing oner diuers 
books for them, and amongſt the reſt,the Regiſter 
of their Houſe,wherby I camet» ſome vnderſtan.- 
ding of their eſtate, beginning,and ſuccefle vnrill 
this preſent, which for the ſatisfaRtion of the Rea. 
der, I thought good to ſet downe as briefly as I 
could, beforgT proceed any farther, or ſpea'ce of 
their mannets and converſation, 

Firſt therefore forthe Houſe, The Nunsthere- 
of doechallenge (and indeed truely) a ſucceflion 
from the Abbey of Sion in England, now belon- 
ping vnto the Earle of Northumberland, (b) which 

ouſe together with anGther Monaſteric of Car- 
thuſian Monks,called Shyne,being both {cituared 
vpen the Thames,were ereted & built by K.ZBep- 
ry the 5.athis returne from his famqus Conqueſt 

| in 


—_— Cc 


A 


— 


| 


| 


Nunnery at Lirbon. 


in France. Inwhich two houſes,he eſtabliſhed an 


—_— 


Order, that tothe end of the world there ſhould 


be an alternate courſe of praier, fo-that when the 
ene had finiſhed their deustions,th'orther ſhould 
inſtantly begin. And being thus founded,that of 
$hyne was peopled with Carthuſian Monkes, and 
the other wich Nuns & Friers of Sc. Brizets order. 

But when it pleaſed the Lord ef his inftnic mer- 
cy to diſperſe & {catter thoſe thicke clouds of ig- 
norance and Superſtition, which had a long time 
bedimmed the cies, & darkned the ynderftanding 
of our forefathers, and that the glorious light ot 
the Goſpell began tabe more & more reſplend@r 
in the latter end of che Reigne of K. Henry the's, 
then as well theſe Haules, as all other of the like 
ſuperſtition were ſubnerred,and aboliſhed, & the 
people of them either diſmiſſed and ſent hemers 
their friends, or ele continuing more obſtinacely 
in their blind zeale, exiled : ſauc onely ſome few 
who for withſtanding the Kings Supremacy, re- 
cciued the rewardof Traicors. Amongſt which 
father Raynolds the Conteſlor of theſe Nuns was 
executed. In memory of whom,they haue painted 


his Piture and manner of-exccution vpon their. 


Church walls, cſteeming him as a holy Martyr a- 
mongſt them,as good as cither(c)St.Campian,or 
Beatus Pater Hen: Garnet,although that amongſt 
the Tcſuires theſe are little lefl: rhen Saints. 
After the death of this their ghoſtly father,both 
they & the Carthuſians of Shyre,tranflated chena- 
ſelues,and diuers of their (4)Reliques & trinkets 


c Although that 
Campian, 
Garnet, and 
ſuch other of the 
Teſuits as dyed 
for Treaſon, are 
no canonized 
Saints yet are 
they beatified by 
the Pope, which 
# the bigheſt flep 
ts canI8Jation, 
and cuery oe of 
them is painted 
vp in the Feſuits 
F Churches,vwith 
the title of Bea- 
tus Pater, 

d If they caried 
norveliques with 
them,it maketh 
not much mat- | 
ter,for luttle 
worth is that 
ſcull or dead 
mans bone, 
which w'f! not 
by becomming 4 
holy relique,adde 
ſomethin? ta the 
Popes Excbe- 


Nh — 
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TI 


F 


e Th: Regiſter 
booke of thear 
houſe, teileth of 
many of” theſe 
propbeſies wh > 
were iþ hen by 
ſundry of the 
Siſters upon their 
death-bed, 


| beyond the Scas into Flanders. And the ſucce!- 
ſors of theſe baniſhed runnagates, are now the 


-| haue not doubred (I thinkin imitation of the old 
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only ſtumpe which remaineth of that huge rrce, 
thatwhilome ouerſpred & ſhadowed our whole 
Country : which the Papiſts (tt regard theſe two 


houſes had both one foundation , and were as it | 


were linked and tied the one ro the other)do hold 
as miraculous, anddoe take it as a {ure ſigne and 
token of their furure 'returne from baniſhment , 
(e)nay,tome of the holicſt of our vnholy Siſters, 


$:byls)topropheſie of anorher golden age, when 
they ſhall againe be inſtalled in Sys : bur 
Admiranda canuunt,fed non credenda ſoroves, 
Iknow my Siſters at Lisben for falſe Prophets in 
more things then one. In the meane time they of 
Shyzeremaine at Mackliz in the Low- Countrie:; 
and the Nuns of Syon, after many tranſmigrati- 
ons trom Szerick-2ce to their brethren at Macklin, 
and from thence to Reay, doc now relide at Lis- 
bon. Andrhis thall ſuffice for the foundation: of 
the houſe, aud the ſucceſle thereof to this pre-. 
ſent. And now (by the way) it ſhall not beelike- 
wiſe much amiſle fer the ſatisfaRtion of ſuch as 
haue not beene acquainted with Friers bufincſle, 
in a word or two to declare the originall of beth 
theſe Orders, and from what Patrons they firft 
deſcended. Far inthe Catholique Roman Church 
_— all the diſordered orders of ſwarming 
Locuſts, which are almoſt innumerable, there is 


none but take their beginning from one ſuppo- 


ſed) 


—_ 


MN unnery at Lisbon. 
oF} v ſed Saintor other; ard as the reſt, ſo theſe. => 
For the Carthuſians ſprung vp from(4)one Bru- R_ org 
no in thekingdome of France,who is ſaid to haue | Bruno. 
bcene preſentat che Funcrall of a certaine Prieſt 
{ reputed for a holy manin his life : but when they 
were executing the office of the dead for him, 
( according to the vie of the Pap:{ts) it ſcemed 
they had beene deceiued in their imagination, 
For when the Deacoa was come to the Leſſon 
which beginnerth Reſpopde mihbi quantas habeo 1n1- 
| quit ates, the dead man ſuddenly ſtart vp ,and 
{aid,Y ocatrs ſum,or accuſatits ſum,chuſe you whe- 
ther, whereupon they deferred his Obſequies vn- 
tullthe next day, becing all amazed 'at what had 
happened; when proceeding the ſecond time.,and 
commingro the ſame words againe,the deadbo- 
dy made an{wer,Iudicatus ſum. Thea the third 
| time they began their ſeruice,and at the ſame Re- 
ſponde,he ſate vp & ſaid,Condemratus ſum: where- | 
with this Br#no being ſtricken into an extreame 
feare,and much troubled,to thinke,that a man fo 
generally reputed forholy, ſhould yer bee dam- 
ned; determined to lead a moſt auſtere & folirary | 
life : andto thar end, being accompanicd with a | 
few others, whom hee bad made privy to his pur- | 
poſe, he departed re a deſfart ſiupendious nyoun- | 
tain called Carthyſia,where he liued (as they ay) | 
in great regularitic,” and from rhe name of rnart | 


. by hill, they came to be called Carthnſians; and to | 
this day they pretend more ſcuerity & ſtrineſſe | 
of diſcipline, then any other Order of Monkes or | 

B 3 Friers | 


a Reave the re- 
welations of $t. 
Briger. 
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Friers whatſocuer. Howbeit they remained = 
long in ſuch ſolicarie and vnfrequented places, 
bur by little and lictle obtained their houſes in c- 
yl great City and rowne, as magnificent, yea 
and more ſumptuous then their fellow-Locuſts, 
witneſle the Charter-houſein London, which was 
oncea Care of theſe vncleane birds. . 

' Now for the other houſe of Sj9z, the Nunnes 


-| thereof take their beginning from their holy mo. 


thers (4) Se. Briget, and her daughter St. Kathe- 
rine. This St. Briget was of the blood Royall of 
Suctia,awoman (queſtionleſſe) of a good vnder- 


| Ntanding & lingilat memery, howbeir milerably 


ſeduced and led away by the ſubtill alurements 
of her ghoſtly father, by whoſe perſwaſtons and | 
counſell ſhe went to Rowe a5 a Pilgrime, & com- 
ming before the Pope; ſhe pretended tohaue di- 
uers reuelations from God ; amongſt which,onc 
was forthe founding of this order of Nuns,which 
was indeedthe chictg mark, that both her gho?ly 
father & ſhe aimed at:thereſt otherpretended in- 
ſpirations, were for the reforming of ſundry abu- 
ſes in the Church. Yea, ſhe ſpared not to tell the 
Popes holineſſe of many faults in himſelfe : bur 
hee (like a good' blood-hound) quickely ſented 
her,and followed her footing, till he plainly per- 
cciued from whom ſhe was fent:who (being a fel- 
low that might vpon diſtafte proue a Schiſmaticle, 
and make ſome reuslc in thoſe remote countries, 
fromthe Xomane Church) be rhoughtbeſtro be 
winked at,and thereupon condeſcended vnto her 
requeſt, 


6 


————_ —— 


Ut 


N unnery at Lisbon. | 


Order, & ſo diſmiſſed her. But ſhe lived not long 


84:1 to be miniſtred ynro her or no it is doubt- 
fall) yer in her daughters daics the buſinefſe came 
to perfeCtion : and rhe firſt Houſe of this Order 
was araplace called Watffeen in Swethland, from 
whence certaine Nuns were procured into Fxg- 
land, to propagatetheir Rules & Ceremonies in 
| $yon houſe,at the time when it was firſt builr, 
The magnificence_of this Couent in former 
times hath becne by the report of the now-lijuing 
Nuns very admirable : at.this, preſent it is nor of 
any extraordinary repute, neither are the people 
of it for birth & parentage equall to their prede- 
cell.;rs, who were wont to bee of good defcent; 
whcreas now(ſaue only a few)they are Recuſants 


ſuch Seminaries and Ieſuits, as reſorted to rheir 
Maſters houſes in Exgland, at ſuch times as they 
haue beefit mewed vp for feare of Croſſe and his 
(a)Dog, anddvurſt not aduenture abroad in any 
of their ruffling diſguifes, ro fecke out for more 
changeef paſture, (like father S7rangetheleſuir) 
where,makingaa vertue{or rather a vice)ot necel- 
ſity, the ohoftly children have miniſtred to their 


hauing gorten aclap,diuers of them{6) become 


Nuns. And with a rabble, of fuch like ſiuffe, is 


——_—__ 
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requeſt touching rhe creting of a houſe of this 


ater, (whether his Holineſle had procured ſome, 


—_— 


daughters ofthe meaner fort, 8 filly render: hear- | 
ted chambermaids, who hauec had —— of | 


ſpiritual fathers in al things. And by ſuch meanes | 


this houſe of Syoz much repleniſhed, there being 
| of 


a A perilloxs 
Curre to (me! 
0t a leſuat, or 

a Seminary, 
tho.gþb they bad 
becnereuer ſo 


( loſcly ecaped up. 


b 1t ks no great 

| miracle for # | 
whore to become 

a N wmnenor fot 

aXume tobe. 

| come aWhare. 
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a This Flood 
cauſed th: Teſu- 
ttesat Lisbon 
to ſhend a creat 


1 deale of mmey 


vy0n Powder, on 
a Feſliuall day,a 
Lutle be{ore the 
Powder rrea- 
ſon in England 
ſhould haue been 
 effefted, thereby 
to make expert- 
ence of the force 
| thereaf. Anda'ſo 
-pet{wadecd one 
Jehin How (4 
Merch.nt whom 
h eV prruer- 
ted) and divers 
other (atholthes 
to goe ouer into 
England,and 10 
expett ther re- 
dempiion there 


( as be calledit ) 


« While. 
b In all theſe 
plazes there are 
Engl ſb Nunne- 
| ries,but none 
that bath conti- 
nued ener ſmce 
| the oporefagg of 
Abbeyc in Enc- 
land, ſaug onely 
that at Lishon, 
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of them in all between 40.anJ 50. whereof onely 
hue are ſtrangers, and thereſt all Engliſh. The 
names of ſo many of them as I can-atpreſentre- 
member.l haue at the end of the Booke fet down, 
for the ſatiſftation of ſuch as defire ro know the. 
There are likewiſe three Fryers,the Confeflor 
and two inore, and a ftmple beſorted fellow, who 
hath the ticle ofa familiar. And well may they 
call him ſo : for he will be drunke familiarly foure | 
or fue times euery weekezby reaſon whereof he is 
not apparelicd in any religiaus habit, but goeth 
like an ordinary ſecular man,to the end rhe houſe 
ſhould be the leſſeſcandalized by him:for now ſo 
many doe not take norice of his drunkennefle as 
would,ifthey ſhould ſec him in a religious habit. 
And this is the whole company ofthe Houſe at 
this timc.;Butnow if any man demand, how and 
by what meanes they are brought thither,and by 
whom they axe maintained : let him know, that 
there lurketh in Emgl/audan arch-Traytor,onc p 4) 
Henry Flood a Teſuir,who is the chicke Agent for 
the tranſporting of Nunnes,both to (5) Bruxels, 
Greueling, Lishon, Or any other place; & whither | 
he pleaſeth to ſend them,thither rhey muſt go. If 
they haue no portion, and perbaps ſome little ho. 
neſty,theyare not forthe leſuits tooth, 4quilans 
capit Muſcas,they muſt packe to Grexeling,to the 
poore bare-footed Clareselt they haue aſmal por- 
rion,thar likes not the Tebuſite neither : a pound 
of butrer is nothing amongſt a cure ef hungr 
Hounds,zec vacat exiguis rebus adeſſe I0ni:then a- 


way 
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way they trndge to Lirhen, where they are allowed 
daily fiue Crewnes, and their bread, and many a 
good almes beſideis often beſtowed vpon thera. 
But if they have a good round ſumme for their 
dewric, 4b Inferno nulla eft redemptio, there is no 
plucking them out of the Iefuites Tawes; they are 
ſtamped for Br#x-ls, and thither muft they goe; 
where Fitz-herbert & his fellow Icſuirs wil quick- 
ly diſpoſſeſle them of all worldly cares and vani- 
ties, and (like ſubrill Alchymiſts) refine them our 
of their ſiluer aad golden drofle, iato a more ſub- 
lime eftate and condition, and will cheriſh and 
nouriſh them,cuen in their owne boſome : ſuch a 
burning zcale haue they towards them. 

And this is the manner after which our Recus- 
fants daughters in England are tranſlated into o- 
ther Countries, to take vpon them the profcfiion 
of a ſolitary life, and roliuc in poyerty, chaſtity, 
and obedicnce : which how well rhey performe, l 
ſhall now(God willing) ia part declare. 

Firſt therefore for their pouerty, I meane of 
theſe Nuns of Syow ai. ! they profeſſe them(clues 
the pooreſt of any Englith, exceptrthem ot Saint 
Clares Order. It is well knowne, that they hane 
ten thor:ſand pounds at vice inthe Towne-houſe of 
Antwerpez a grear-part whereof hath beene giuen 
them by fundry deceaſed Gentlemenin Fland:rs 
and Portugal; and belide their yercly penſion. 
Likewiſe when they remained in France,they had 
the cuſtodie of no ſmall ſumame of money, which 


was ſcntto them to _ for Do@or Lope; the: 
P 
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(a) Sic fagulus 
f2.11um, fic & 
fabrum taber 

odir, 


(b) Irnatius 
{ ot0!a,a lome 


| ſold er, 4 Spa- 


mard,be glori- 
0:14 Patron of 
the Popes Lent 


ucs, 


(c) Ewery mil- 
reis #4 twelne 


| pence, 


gar!es, the leſus 


ſhilling and ſixe 


"The 


Portugeſe, as his reward for peyſoning our late 
Queene El;zabeth of famous memorie, which af- 
ter that Traitor (having miiled of his intgnt) was 
cxccuted,was remitted vnto them as an almes,as 
the Regiſter-booke of their houſe, (from whence 
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[ had ir) ſhameth not ro make mention. 

They hah likewiſe of late yeeres,.through the 
politicke plodding of their Conft-cflor, (4) giuen 
the Ieſuites noſes awipe of two thouſand pounds, 
being the pertion of the two daughters of Sir A. 
B. Viſcount M.whom a Nun of the houſe(ſome- 
times a chamber-maid of their fathers ) had inti- 
ced from the leſuites. For which, and ſome orher 
like zrickes about a Portugeſe Gentlewoman, the 
poſtcritic of lame(6) /gnatizs could almoſt find in 
theirhearts to re-aſſume their Patrons firſt profeſ- 
f1on,& vi c armisto take revenge vpon that old 
hypocritical Fricr,which durſt preſume to be ber- 
ter ſtudied in Nic. Machianel thenthemſelues: yea 
they fo threatned him once, that he durſt not goe 
abroad, leſt they ſhould worke him a miſchiefe. 
Moreover, they haue a daily penſion of 5.crowns, 
and wheat more then ſufficeth for to ſpend inthe 
Houſe. They haue Vineyards, Oliue-ftclds,corn- 
ground and houſes,to the value of foure hundred 
(c)m1il-ret; by the yere, which was the portion of 
the Portugeſe aforeſaid, whom{bcing ſole heire to 
her father, a man of great wealth they perſwaded 
to become a religious lifter in their couent. VVhar 
ſhould I ſpeake ofthe ſale of their Maſſes, I meane 
the reuenues in gencrall ofthe Sacriſtia of Reue- 
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| ſtrie? where,though there be but three Prieſts of 
them, and therefore bur three Mafles, and that 
neuer bur vpon Feſtiuall daics, for thc Confeſſor 
| himſelte will norfay Maſſe vpon a worke-day, yet 
| rhey wiltake money of ewenty men, andtell euery 
| one they will fay tor him. Then haue they their 
| boxes {ent forth in the 1ad/az and Bra{il:an (hips, 
| | with St. Br/gets image vpon them, to which, in a 
| ſtorm the poore blinded peop!e will contribute li- 
; berally,and ſea-men that go on ſuch long voiages 

will take vp amoneths pay or two aforchand, and 
| giue it for Maſles to bee ſaid for their good ſuc- 
ceſſe. 1 haue knowne this in one yere worth f1xc 
lundred »i{-reis vato them. Diuers orher meanes 
they haue to get m:oney : as by putting a_geod 
{nmme into the hands of a couple of young Mer- 
chants, whom they haue peruerted to their Relt- | 
gion: and theſe men deale tor rnem vnder a co- 
lour. Sacthar I nay boldly ſay, (for I hauc heard | 
Foſter himiclte ſpeake it,and I haue partly ſeen it) 
that all charges and expence> ofthe Houle being | - 
paycd, they doe yerely lay vp (4) Sixe hunereth } <nnnary 
A pounds, For he filuer that inſhrineth their Re- | morey tar be 
| liques, & for cheir Church-plate, I know nothow | _ to hy 
to value it; but iris without doubt both plenritul] ay, 
| and maſſie, for there bee few of their rotten Re- | papiſts : but bee 
liques but are ſet infiluer. They haue two armes | wie knowledge 
of Thomas of Canterbury,netwithſtanding all his , 7,” ones 
T bones were burned in England,when Popery was | Ft. 
 ſupprefſed;ſo thatthey wil make of him a Briarews, 
or acentimanis Gygas, as doubtleflc he was in his 


| % 7; life | 
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| (a) Belene :t 


who liſt. 


4 
b) Although | 
& nn oi 
ae the Teſuits, ' 


yet they loue 

their Gallowes, 
becauſe thereby 
they cet money. 


(c) Saxa ipſa 
rrabcique lo« 
QUEntur, 


life, a very obſtinate Prelate to his Prince. And 
| for Saint /rſula, ſhe muſt needs be a dina trifer- 
| wis, ora triceps Hecate, for they haue one of her 
| heads, and there is another of them at Co#ez, and 
the third at Rome, Then hauethey the bones of Se, 
Briget and her daughter, and ſundry Reliques of 
Saint Auguftixe,from whoſe rule theirs is deriued. 
There is (4) the milke of our Lady, the blood of 
| Hales,which was held ſo precious in Enzland, and 
| (fir reuerence)there is a piece of old (b) Tyberxe, 
which the leſuites ſtole away our of England ,be- | 
cauſe it had beene honored by ſo many of their 
; brethrenwhich is had in lictlelefle efteemethcn 
the holy Croſle: for (ſay they) a» the Maſter dicd 
on thar,ſo his Diſciples died vpon this. And theſe 
are all ſer infiluer,and richly adorned. Then haue 
they alictle childs legge, which I thinke they may 
truly call as they do, tor they fay itis che leg of the 
Innocents, anddoubticfle ſoitis, for I could (ifl 
were in the houſe ) goe very nere (c) aplacein a 
wall, where I could ferch out both legs & armes 
of poore innocents baſtards, which might eui- | 

dently proue,that there is knauery in dawbing. 
And hauing hereby, giuen a ſufficient inſtance 
of their pouerty , I willnow proceed to ſpeake a 
lictle of theirchaſtitie, which is as ſcarce & penu- 
rious, as their poverty isplentcous. Neither can 
it be otherwiſe, for they haue Sodows prouccati- 
ons to ſin, Pride, Fulneſſe ot bread, and abundance 
of Idlenefle. As fortheir pride, though itbe nor 
outwardly is gorgeous and curious ature, yet _ 
| they 
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they poſlefſed with a vain-glorious pride of hypo- 
crific,and difſembled ſanQirty. For their fulneſle 
of bread who knowethnot that they (like the Ca- 


terpillers of Zgypr) doecare vp the fat and bet | 


fruits of the Land 7 for what the purucyors of the 
Vice-rey haue forſaken in the marker,/as too dear ) 
I haueknowne the Cator of this Houſe to buy at 
vnreaſonable rates for their ghoſtly fathers table, 
and for ſuch of his Chickens as he moſt afteted : 
whoſe greateſt (and indeed only) carg is,to proue 
Skiltullin the confeRtion anddrefling of ſuch dain- | 
tie cates as may beft pleaſe their wanton palates. 
And wel doe they maniteſt the abundance of idle- 
neſſethar is in them, when ar ſundry times playing 
ypon their Inſtruments for their fathers recreati- 
on, they ſing 2im ribaldrous Songs and jigges, as 
that of Bozny Neſ/l, and ſuch other obſcene and 
ſcurrilous Ballads, as would make a chaſte earc to | 
glow atrhe hearing of them, and which I would | 
ſcarce haue belecued would haue proceeded our 
of their mouthes, hadI not heard them with my 
OWne cares. | 
And now againe for the Houſe. Whereas all 0- 
ther Religious Houſes are vnder the Iyriſdition 
of Prouincials of their @wn Order meaiate,and vn- 
der the Biſhop of the Dioceſle :mmedzate, yet this 
is not ſubiced to either : For as for a Propinciall 
' | they haue none, inregard there are no more hou- | 
| ſes of that Order, neither would the Arch biſhop | 
of Lisben take them into his juriſdiction at their 


| firſt coming into Portugal! fearing leſt that being | 
C 


| SS Þ ſtrangers, 
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a At their frft 
comming into 
Lisbon they 
were little (ct 
by. And exery one 
maruelled at 
their order,and 
lung (0 toge- 
ther, Bit now 
their diſſembling 
bath won them 

a little more 
ercait, 


| plaine to any body, being ſeldome permitted to 


ſtrangers, and arthat time pretending want and | 
pouerty,he ſhould afrerward be driven to ſuftaine | 
ard relicue them; they being forbidden to begee | 
by their rule. And ſo he put them off with a 207 px- | 
41 vos, telling them hee never knew or heard that | 
(4) frayles y freiras Friers and Nuns ſhouls keepe | 
& ewe] togerher,al,ſab eodem tecFo,vnder the ſarae | 
roofe. Whereupon they were conſtrained roen- | 
tert2ine that famous Arch-Icſuice Father Parſons 
to be their ſo'iciror rothe Pope, who then tooke 
them into his proteCtion, and appointed him zun- 
cio apoſtatico,relident in L15box,to haue the care & 
charge of them. And he againe being bribed anu 
preſented with gitts by father Feſter,and dwelling 
farre from the houſe, is latisfhed with what he tel- 
leth him,and neuer commerh to viſit the Nunnes, 
as he ought, and to inquire & demand their grei- 
nanccs,bur permitterh him to play rex ouer them 
at his own pleaſure. Wherupon it is pittifull and 
miſerable to behold the condition of thele filly ſe- 
duced women: for they neither dare nor can com- 


ſpcakcuen to them that are ofthe houſe as wel as 
themſcJues,bur onely at ſuch times when the Ab. 
befleis preſent : exceptir be ſhee that keeperh the 
Grate,and ſome others that are in office amongſt 
them :andtheſeare all the yonger and more per- 
lonable Women, being by this Foſters politicke 
contriuing fo placed of purpoſe, that by and with | 
thEhemaythe more freely enioy the {cope of his | 


aſciuious andſacrilegious defire, And theſe wo- | 


men 
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| men having predominance over the others whom 
| wantof beauty and fauor hath made, deſpiceable 
| in the eyes of this old $;07,doe{according ro the 
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| paſſionatneſle of their mindes) more and more | 


| vexethcir poore fello'v-priſoners. For it is the ſub. | 


rilty of this perfidious wretch, to ſet them ar vari- 
ance among themſclues, and ro cauſe them to ac- 


to truſt one another with the complaiut of their 


| of cach others {ecrecie and ayd, they ſhould neuer 


bee able to contriue any means to free them!'clues 
from his thraldome, 

Art this ſtay doth he keep t!1em:and not ſo com. 
tent, he will make them ro Arcicle one againſt the 
other in writing.It was my chance one day to find 
a paper of theſe Articles ina walke in the Friers 
Garden, which had vnawares fallen from him:be- 


ing drawne by one Siſter Anne, alias 1ofepha Bing- 


| 


ham, againſt Siſter Suzan Bacon-whereig the ſud 
Siſter (5) Suſan ſtood acculcd, for blaming her 
ghoſtly Father, and the Abbeſle and Priorelle of 
partiality to ſome of rheir'children more thente 
others. Alfo that ſhe had vpbraided this Sifter 7oſe. 
2h4(being adeare darling of Father Foſters) of tos 
wuch familiarity with Father Garzez the Powder- 
Traitor, (c) whoſe carefull keeper fhee had of a 


{ long time been, when helurked in England at her 


Mrs. houſe. Alſo that another of her ghoſtly fa- 
thers minions had a Baſtard by a Prieftin E - 28 


(whoſe name becauſe ſhe is lately dead, I wil paſſe 
ouer 


cuſe one another,te th'intent they ſhould nor dare | 


| 


— — —— — — 


grieſe : and ſo whilſt they remaine'in aicaloulie | 


defender of the 


| b If theſe ply op- 


5 


Fg 


preſſed wor en 
were ex. mined 
by men of antho- 
ritie,and were 
aſſured to be free 
from ſuch a ty- 
ranmowus Conf: (. 
ſor, they would 
tell of berrible 
abeſes. 

cThis Siſter To- 
{epha » 4 ſtout 


miracle in the 
Wheat Stravs, 
which bapned as 
was [aid at Gar- 
nets execution, 
although it be 
now prowed 4 | 
very counter ſet 
and a falſelie, 
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| oucrinfilence) and that if ſhee had beene alittle 
| more honeft,& alittle leſſe perſonable, ſhe ſhould 
not haue beene one of the vpper Regiment. With 
| this and a greatdeale more ef ſuch like ftuffe was 
| | this paper farſed, and withtheſe and the like accu- 
ſacions one of another are theſe ſilly women daily 
bufied. Sathat I have generally obſecued inthe 
| ſuperiours of this houſe,an egregious negle& and 
| contempt ef their rule and vowed profeſſion: and | 
in the reſt, an cxtraordinarie maligning and enuy- 
ing againſt one another. And ſo much the berter 
conld [ obſerue this and all other my Narrations, 
| by how much I grew to be a more neere and daily 
attendant about the Confeſlor:for at length, what 
with my long continuance in the Houſe, and the | 


0 


ſmall ſuſpe& they had of my forſaking them, and 
what for want of ene to ſerue him ar al occaſions, 
I becameto be oftentimes admitted euen into his 

riuate houſe of iniquity;where he victh to fit and 
Ln the Confeſſions of rhe Nunnes. In which 
houſe being very dark,there is a grate of Iron that 
lookerh into the Nunnes partition or ſide, and this 
| grate({howſecuer it ſeeme ſubſtantiall and firme ) 
may be.and is with a ſleight eaſily taken out,wher- 
by the ſiſters haue free egreſle & regreſle into his 
chamber when they liſt, & he to them:for the Ab- 
beſlc hath her bed ner far from this Grate, where 
there is alſo a chimney ſo conuenient that he may 
take the benefir of the fife into this his roome, in 
which hee vſeth te dinc and ſup, having his meat 
| ſerued him by che Nunnes through a Wicker o 
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[the wall. And when heis merrily diſpoſed (asthat 
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is not ſeldam)then muſthis dearling Kate Knightley 
play him a merry fir,and filter Aary Brooke,or ſome 
other of his laft-come Wags muſt (ing him one} 
bawdy ſong or ocheeto digeſt his meat. Then after 
ſupperir is vſuall for himto reade a little of Yenws 
and Adonis, the jeſts of George Peele, or ſome ſuch 
ſcurrilous booke : for thereare few idle Pamphlets } 
printed in England which he hath notin the houſe, | 
being either brought ouer to his ſonne Peter, the 
drunken Familiar aforeſaid, by Sea-men : or elſc 
hapning into the hands of Father Newman an Eng- 
lifþ Prieft, who hath an Office in the Inquiſicion 
houſe to pery'e all Engliſh bookes that are brought | 
into Ziszbow. And he, [truft, ſhall haue the ſight of 
this, wherein if he vie a good conſcience, hemulſt 
needs teſtifie with mee the truth of many things 
herein contained; for he is one that knoweth more 
of theſe people then any but themſclues, or ſame 
that haue lived amongſt them, 

If I ſhould repear all their vnchaſte practiſes, I 
ſhould makethe Chriſtian Reader bluſhar them : 
orif [ ſhould tell of alltheir obſcene bawdry which 
[ haue ſcene, I might account as many irreligious 
prankes as would fill a great Volume: but it (hall 
ſthce for the skiltull, by the length of their foot to 
iuugeof the proportion of their whole body. 

And now fortheir Obedience, being the third 
and laft pou of their Vow ; I will not goe abour to 
vie any Th | 
what Obedience is, and mm it ought to be p_ 
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med; foritis beyond my element, and the Coblers 
checke ſhall be my warning, I will not goe wltra 
crepidam:but as I firſt determined,(o [ will proceed, | 
chat is, to declare in what ſort they pertorme their 
vow of obedience referring it to the cenſure of the 
iudicious, whether they doe well or no. | 
Ic is certainethatthele lilly women thus muzzled. 
in blindneſle, doe liue in very ſeruile obedience vn- 
to their Superiours z and, in ſuch ſort, that without | 
Randing to diſcuſle or examine the thing that is 
commanded them whether it be lawfull or no, they | 
will readily. performe it. For their ghoſtly father 
hath. compoled ſundry Treatiſes for them of Obe- 
dience, wherein he pronounceth no leſle then dam- 
nation for theleaſt ſcruple or heſitation in the per- 
formance of their Superiours commands. And! 
here let mee tell the aforeſaid 4 Father Newman 
what a tricke his old friend Foſter hath put vpon | 
him, which is this: Hauing made theſe bookes of 
Obedience, he cauſed mee to write them out faire, | 
omitting in many places a Leate, and in ſome rwo' 
or three together, which contained any falſe do-! 
c&rcine and vaallowable perſwaſtons to draw them 
to obedience in valawtul things;and being finiſhed 
in this ſort, hee bringeth them to Father Newman 
to be {igned with his approbation and teſtimonie, 
that there was nothing ia-them repugnant to the 
Catholique faith ; which being done, hee then in- 
rerſerteth and ſoweth in the aforeſaid omitted 
Leaues, and ſo delivereth them zo his daughters to 


be praiſed, who take the approbation ar the.end 
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of the booke for a ſufficient warrantie of all the do- | 
Arine therein contained. And this is a principall | 
furtheranceto his ſacrilegious luſts : for Iam veri- 
p perſwaded that not one amongſt them will (for 


| feare of being diſobedient) refuſe ro come to his' 


bed whenſoeuer he commands them : and that they 
doe fo, I haue manifeſtly ſeene and knowne. For| 
when I haue beene his Chamberlaine in the abſence 
and times of drunkenneſle of the familiar afore-| 
laid ; hauing a Key tothe Chamber doore, © I haue |* Thy forget 
come ſometimes vnawares early in a morning , |{# 44a, 
when one might haue ſeene as great a miracle as | cafe, 
Scoggin ſpake of, when he tooke a Friera bed with 
A Whore and called out to ſee a wander, wiz. a 
Frier with foure legges. And now I will a little di- 
grelle to aske a queſtion of my Jgnatians, who are 
the chiefe teachers and allowers of Equiuocation 
and mentall euaſion ; whether theſe kinde-hearted 
ſoules being profeſſed Nunnes, and hauing vowed | 
neuer to come ouer the threſhold , did breake their 
Vow or no, in comming thorow a grate? If th 
ſay they did: why , their ghoſtly father will dil- 
pence with their Vow: but if they ſay they did 
not; (as I thinke they will) whatthen ? Marry 1 
thinke that when their blacke Synagogues at Rome, 
Valladolid and S:will doe+ſend /m. + eir Locuſts 
into England, and they chance to bairby the way at 
Lisbon, as they doe oftentimes: they deſerue to en- 
ter commons with old Father Sech for their legi 
timation of the ation. And to the end that-no 


man {hould doubr; but a /e/u:tc hath a carnall af 
D 2 fetion 
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teRion, as well as a ſpiritual, ro any of his ghoſtly 
children, it ſhall not be amiſle to interſert a merry 


an Englilh Jeſwit,as it was reported for * ravle-talke | 
by a Nunne of this houſe to her ghoſtly father; (ſhe 
| hautag then beene a chamber-maid 1n the place 
where it was done. 

This Father Strange was a young man, and had 
beene lately before profeſt and Priefted among the 
leſuites : and being come of good friends, and ten- 
derly brought vp in Exglaxd, he fell very (ick hort- 
ly after his profeſhon, perhaps by reafon of the vn- 


tale forthe Readers recreation of one father Strange 


: 


wholeſomeneſle of the aire, which neither at Rome 
nor Falladolid is very pleaſant : whereupon he ob-| 
tained licence of the Reftor to goe into Evgland, 
where he boped both to recouer his health, and to 
employ his talent of Prieſthood, for the reducing 
of Heretiques to the Catholique Church of Rome. | 
And being atriued, he tooke vp this Nunnes Ladies | 
Chamber for one of his places of rend-2u01 - 
where itſo fell our, that as this ſiſter Anne ( for that 
is her name) fate ſowing with her backeto her La- 
dies backe and the eſuites,who were litting by the 
fire, ſhee chanced to looke vpon a great Looking- 
glaſſe which hung right before her, wherein ſhee 
eſpied what paines the late ficke 7eſuite rooke to 
{hriveher Ladie : neither had he ended his fhritr, 
betore he al ſoeſpied her looking in the Glaſle ; and 


ſuſpeRing that ſhee had ſeene all, (as indeed {hee 
had) 5 hetooke ker aſide in priuate, andtold her 
abftaine no 


that he was fleth and bloud, and could 


more 
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on hee had vowed chaftitie : and vfing many per-| 
| (ſvaſions to winne herto be ſecrer, he promiled her, | 
that if thee ftood in need of a ghoftly tarher to ab- | 
| | ſolue her from any of her ſweer linnes, ( as hee cal- 
led theſe) he would be the man ſhould doe it ; nei- 
ther ſhould her penance be ouer-burthenlome vn- 
| to her. | 
By which may appeare both the carnall affe&tion 
of a le/aite, and the chaſte and ſober conuerſation 
of a proteſt Nunne, and her ghoſtly father : of the 
leſuite in doing itz of her, in not ſhaming to cell it 
as atale for recreation ; and of the old fornicator, 
| k in making himſelfe merry at the hearing of ir ;; yea, 
and reporcing it againe in his jolly humours to my 
ſclfe, and one Father Yiatan, a Frier of the houſe; a- 
mong a great ſort of ſuch like inueRiues which hee 
vied againſt che 7e/vites, becaule, a little before I 
came away, they went about (if it had beenepoſ- 
ſible) roextrude the ſuccethon of any more Friers 
inthe Houſe, and to bring it vnder their gouerne- 
ment z-which I belecue they will ere long effe&. 
For I was toldby an Englifh 7eſuiteat the Court of 
Spaine, that Father FoZer is bound vnto the lefuites, 
neuer to ordaine any more Friers in the Houſe, 
that ſo for want of ſuccefſours it may of force fall 
into their hands; and vpon this condition the 7e- 
[ſuites permit him to live quictly ; which , if hee 
ſhould not obſerue, they would quickly informe 
{againſt him of ſundrie of his prankes which they 
know well enough. And if this be ſo, many | 
| D3 
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the Nunnes haue no knowledge thereof, for hee 
teedeth them with hope of making new Brothers, 
which th«y ſeeme carneſtly to wiſh for: * and they 
would often tell mee, they heped ere long to ſee 
mee a profeſt Brother of the Covent: but it plea- 
ſed God to diſpoſe better for me, and not to ſuffer 
me to be any longer lulled in {inne and ſuperſtici- 
on: foratter I had beene two yeeres and an halfe 
with them, I found a meanes to free my ſelfe from 
them, before | had made any profeſhon or vow of 
Religion either to that or any other Order: for 1 
plainly ſaw, that theſe wereled by a wrong guide, 
who was ſo deepe plunged, and had continued (o 


| 


» Theſe two brc- 
thren ave both 
liuing in Licbon 
at thu preſent, 
and well inawne 
to moſt Englſh- 
men t bat vſe 
Portugal. 


long in all wickedneſſe and diflembling, that hee 
was growne inſen(ible of {inne according to that 
ſaying, Conſuetudo peccands, tollit ſenſum peccati. For 
hee ſhamed not, vnder pretext of Religion, to per- 
{wade a young man, a Metchantin Zzxbop ( one 
whoſe name was How) to defraud his ® owneel- 
der brother of his eſtate; which matter was thus 
efteRed. | 


| [ers 


\Trade;and talling into familiarity with this Father 


Theſe two brethren were by profeſſion Iewel- 
, and aduentured their ſtocke 1oyntly together : 
| 
the younger brother ( for that hee was a Bachelor ) 
being Factor for it beyond the ſeas. Ar length ha- 
'uing made many good returnes, hee tooke vp his 
abode in Zxbon, as a place moſt conuenientfor his 


Fo#er, and Father Flood a le/uite, who then lived in 
Lbon, they perſwaded him to become a Romane 
Catholique, and ſo ſoone as he could get his bro- 


| 


thers 
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thers Stocke againe into his hands, to profeſſe him- 
ſelfe ſuch z which he accordingly did : and fo ( be- 
ing inſtruted by them, thar it was mericorious to 
coozen an Heretique, as they account all Prote- 
ſtants) defrauded husbrorther, and would come to 
no accounts with him, relying vpon the {uppor- 
tation of theſe Hypocrites, on whom he beftowed 
liberall almes ; giuing them many faire Pictures for 
their Church, and a horſe of ewenty mil-res price, 
to ferch home their prouilions to the Houſe, be- 
ſides diuers other things : whilſt in the meane time 
his brother was vndone, and could get nothing at 
his hands by Law, in regard he was a Proteſtan. 
Whereupon hee was faine to petition in Enzland 
for redrelle many times, and yet could not preuaile 
to recouer any thing : yea, he refuſed to come into 
his owne Country, or to.obey the command of 
the Councell, in giuing ſatisfa&ion forwhat hee 
had in his hands. Atlengththe Lord Roſe com- 
ming Ambaſladeur into Spaine , and ftaying by 
the way at Zubon, (where hee landed) decided the 
matter betwixt them ; ang articles of agreement 
were drawae by Father Newman, which my ſelfe 


hte Aa 
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afterward wrote out, faire for them : the renour | 


whereof was this in effe&: Thar either of the bro- | 
thers ſhould by aday prefixed, bring in & iult ac- 
count of ax.debts due vnto them, as likewiſe of all 
debts which either of them ought : alſo that they 


({hould bringin all ſuch moneyes and goods as did 


any way as their owne belong vnto them : and that 

they ſhould both depoſe and (eare, that they had 
truly 

| 


o 
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truly laid open their eftates. And this being done, 
their debts which they ought, were to be payed out 
of the whole ſumme, and the debts which were 
owing to them, wereto be added vnto ir; and fo 
chey ro ſhare equally berwixt them whatſocuer re-þ 
mained, that by this meanes their eſtates might be. 
both alike. Now a few daies before this was to 
be putin effec, the younger brother knowing his| 
eſtate to be farre better than the others, commeth 
very penſiuely to his ghoſtly Father old Fo#ter for! 
counſell ; who inſtrufted him to come to the Ab-| 
beſle, and ſome other of the ſiſters at their Grate, 
where they vie to talke with ſtrangers, and there to 
tell them that hee was weary of che troubles and 
vexations which atrended a Merchants life, and 
therefore hee would renounce the world, and be- | 
comea religious man : and ſeeing that God had be- 
ſtowed ſu ” Drone wealth vpon him,he could not doe | 
better, then to impart itto them ; being ſuch holy 
Saints as had preferredthatkinde of life in a ſtrange | 
Country,before all worldly contents intheir owne. 
And thereuponat his faied requeſt, they ſent their } 
horſe to his houſe, and had him laden backe with 
plate, jewels and money, which my ſelfe helped to 
cake fromthe horſe-backe, and carry into Fo#ers 
Cell. He had likewiſe atthattime a —_— 
of Cochenill in ſundrie bagges, being atleaſt foure- 
teene or fifteene hundred weight, amounting to 
no ſmall ſummeof money, which he had alittle be- 
fore bought of the 1ndian Fleet, who that yeere, 
2nd about that time put into Zubon; and this was 
brought 
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|childe,giuing him thankes for the good will he had | 


* | chant, became a Dominican Frier : and therefore he 


' upon tooke home all his eſtate againe, atter he had 


+ * 
= .w 
" 
ps * 
$ / 
- . 


A— 


Ed 


L—_—_—_ 


brought into the Nunnery by night out ofthe ſhips 
ro defraud the King of his right, and was vnder a 
colour, together with the other things, giuen to 
the Siſters of the Houſe. By which dealing hee fo 
imbezeled his eſtate, that when his brother and he 
came to an account,there remained little or nothing| 
for him to receiue ; being by this meanes defrauded | 


[of all he ſhould haue had. When as preſently af 


ter this concluſion was made betweene them, Fa- 
ther FoZerand the Abbeſle ſend for their ghoſtly 


to beſtow his eſtate vpon them : bur they told him, 
( as was before determined ) that ſo much money 
and wealth was an hinderance to their deuotion ; 
and therefore they requelted him to haue i: away 
apaine : to which hee ſoone condeſcended; telling 
them,that now alſo his chiefeſt troubles were ouer- 
paſt, (meaning becauſe he had done with his bro- 
ther) and that he perceiued ir was not Gods will to 
make him fo happle, as (ſuch another youth ) Fa- 
ther Nicholas Price, who a while before, of a Mer- 


would liue as aforetimes ; and when hee died, hee 
would bequeath all he had to the Church:and there- 


by theſe zquiuocations and eualions,deſrauded his 
brother. 


And now leſt this Treatiſe ſhould riſe to an ouer- 
bigge Volume, I will baſten roan end, after I haue 
in a tew words ſet downe the manner of my depar- 
tire from them, which was thus : 


| 
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After 
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L ' After I had continued with them for the ſpace 


hibire ro the chiete Inquilicors of the Citie. And 
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of two yeeres and an halfe, and had plainly percei- 
ued, that all their outward ſhew of holineſle was 
nothing but diſhmulation , hypocriſie and luſtfull 
facriledge, I began to conſider in what a miſera- 
ble eſtate I ſhould be, if God ſhould at that time 
call me out of the world; for I could well fay with 
the Poet, Yideo meliora, probeque, deteriora ſequor, 1 
law and allowed of the beſt way, yet followed the 
worlt : atlength the feare of my ſoules health, and 
a naturall afte&tion to my kindred and Countrey (0 
wrought with me, that [ waxed reſolute in my de- 
termination of forſaking them : but not knowing 
how to effte& my purpoſe without hazard of my | 
life, (for they would = poyloned mee, if they 

had knowne I would haue gone from them, becauſe 
I ſhould not bewray their ſecrets) it came in my 
minde to draw outcertaine Articles in manner of 
an information againſtchem,which I thought to ex- 


this might haue beene very dangerous vnto mee, if 
they {hould nor haue proceeded according to equi- 
tie ; of which I was doubttull, fearing that * ma- 
ny great men of other Monaſteries (being perhaps 
in the ſame predicament) would haue ſtopped the 
courſe of [uſtice, propter honorem Monaſtice vite,tor 
the credit of a Monaſticall life, as is many times 
done: yet notwithſtanding I was reſolued to vn- 
dertakethis courſe, and had prouided my Articles, 
which were thele : 


| 
1. That Father Seth, alias Toſeph Foſter,the Con» 
. felſor 
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feſſor of the Enoli/h Nunnes of Saint Brigets Order in 


| Lisbon, did compell diners youths hs Country-men, 4- 


"wr } their wils to remaine with him in the Houſe: who 
if they had any good affection to the Romilh Catholike 
Faith before they came there, were ſoone brought into 
diſlike of it , by reaſon of the ill gouernument which is 


ſanced in twentie, who within a few yeeres haue 
beene recorded intheir Regiſter booke, for Apo- 
ſtate runne-awayes. 

- 2. He would duly without any companiow goe into 


day together, yea and ſometimes,ſit and dine at their Ta- 
ble with them : but exery day in their fioht, which « ex- 
preſſely againſt their rule. And this I could haue 
prooued by the teſtimony of diuers Portuzeſes our 
neighbours, who frequenting the Houſe, haue of- 
rentimes obſerued and ſcene him going in, and 


comming forth ; and haue ſpoken of irto my ſelfe 


' fand others. Alſo the Nunnes themſelues would 


haue auouched it vpon theirexaminations, 

' © 3. Heehathinhu Cell, where he heareth their con- 
feſſion, 4 Grate, which I can ſhew how hee wſeth totake 
| downe with a fleight, thorow which the Nunnespaſſe to 
hi bedby nizht, And for the further auouching of 
this, I wad haue brought in the drunken Familiar 
aforeſaid, who will many times in his drinke , tell 


| how he helped to make it firme,againſt a time when 
Nun- | 


there was a Vilttation intended by the Po 
cio, and expeted by them of the Houſe, although 


it was not performed, 
' Ba 4. That 
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oſedin the Houſe. And ofthis ſort I could haue in- | 


the Nunnes Cloiſter or Side, and remaine there halfe 4} 
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- | and doe ſuch like thinrs which women could not ſo well 


| Clerke, whilſt I walked vpand downe my chamber, 
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4. That in many yeeres paſt there never came any Vi- 
fitor to the Houſe, to examine» and wonderland their 
rienances : neither haue they any Confe//or extraordi- | 
nary, 4s all other Religious hae, to w/om they might 
| freely complaine of their Superiours oppreſSions. And 
this needed ſmall proofe, for it would ſoone haue ; 
beene apparant enough of it ſelfe. | 

5- Through his politique plotting, he cauſeth whom | 
he lijt to be elefFed Abbeſſe, ( tor they hold their pla- 
ces but three yeeres) and her to diſpoſe of the Houſe 
| 4s he thinketh good. This alſo the Nunnes them- 
| elues would quickly complaine of, it they had one 
ro heare their complaint, 

6. That my ſelfe ( being diners times called into the 
Nunnes partition or ſide, to helpe them to naile yp 
boerds, ſet wp their Vines in the walkes of their Garden, 


| 
ave ) aid chance to make a hole in a hollow pluce in a 
wail, (which had beene latelter dawbed vp then the ret). 
to ſet yp a ſparre to underpro? the Vines ; out of which 

bale 1 pulled ſundrie bones of ſome dead children, and 

le/t many more remaining behind, And this the place 
it ſcife would haue teſtified to be true. | 
| Heuing thus prouided my Articles in a readi- | 
| nelle, I abſented my ſelfe from helping the Pricſt at 
| Maſle that day, who being readie to goe into the 
Church, and milhng me, was faine to take another 


with a reſolute minde todepartthe houfe, At length 
commeth Father Fo##er, ( tor he vſed euery day to 
viſit me atvpawares;to ſee if he could finde me wri- 

| ting] 
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ting of any thing that diſliked him)and eſpied vpon 
my table (which | had negligencly forgot ) a blor- 
ted Copie of my Articles, being the firlt draught of 
them : which when I ſaw him take vp, I protfered 
to ſnatch our of his hand, but miſled of my pur: 
pole; and thereupon went downe tothe ſtaires,and 
{o tooke my way out at che gates: but he (having 
ſoone perceiucd to whom they were intended) fol-! 
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' | lowed me amaine, and quickly yuertooke me, yea, 
euen before } was palt hts owne walls ; and deman- | 
ding of me what [ meant by ſuch doings, [ told him | 
my intent; and bade him peruſe the Articles at 
large, giuing him a faire copie of them out of my | 
boſorne, where I had three or toure more. | 
Butas ſoone 2s he had read them, he waxed pale 
| ——_ was {0 terrifizd, that he began earnelt- | 
lye& intreat me that I ſhould not proceed with my | 
purpoſe, and told mee, thatit I would be ſecret, | 
thould haue his-good will to depart ; whereof be- 
ing glad; I not onely promiſed, bur performed (e- 
crecie, (although indeed I ought not to haue done! 
it) not bewraying any of his prankes to my nearelt 
acquaintance and friends ; vnrill ſuch time as ha- 
Juing occalton a few months after to be at Zubor a- 


his Houſez and meeting mee one day in the (treet, 
he called me to him, and told mee, thatit I did nor 


cur. Vpon which his deuilliſh ſpezch I could nor | 
refraine any longer,but in the open ſtreet [ cold him 
of many of his vngodly ations, which came tothe 


gaine, hee ſuſpeRed mee vniuſily of telling tales of 


preſently depart the Citie,he would haue my throat |. 
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hearing of diuers ofour Nation,being men of 200d 
ques. whereof ſome haue teſtified in England to 


| Honorable Perſonages in my behalfe, how readic 


and willing I was to auouch and maintaine whatſo- 
euer is herein contained, and-much more : which 
( alchough ir be here omitted) I am readie at all 


times truly todeclareand ſet forth for the fatisfaRti- 
, on of all that delire it: but eſpecially for ſuch as 


[ 


in whoſe behalfe I am bound to intreat their friends 


| 


] 


| haue either daughters or kin{women in that Houſe, ! 


| 


| to enter intoa further ſearch of their miſcrableeſtate| 


and condition; and (hauing found my words true) 
to vie meanes, if it be poſhble, to free them from | 
ſuch horrible and ſacrilegious rapine and ſpoile 
themlelues not being able to ſend any word there-| 
' of, becauſe all their letters mult be giuen to himto 
| be ſent into Exgland; which if they containe any 
thing contrary to his minde,(hall neuer be (ent : for 
he will peruſe them all. And likewiſe when their 
friends ſend to them, the letters muſt firſt come to 
his hands, wherein alſo if there be any thing that he 
| milliketh (for he will breake them all vp) they ſhall 
\neuer know of ir. And here I will conclude, ho- 
|ping that the friendly Chriſtian Reader will be no} 
| way ſcandalized with any thing herein contained. 
But as for the curious and captious (eſpecially Ro- 
manifts ) it they taxe me for any thing I haue writ- 
ten, let them know I haue done neither them nor a- 
ny of their ſe& any wrong in publiſhing the truth. ; 
It any of them, amongſthelſe inſuing names, finde 
| eithera Siſter or Kinſwoman,or Friend,ler him ſigh 
* wt 


.] 
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| change their names : but there are few of theſe 


Barbars Wiſeman, Abbelle. 


Ss _ >. 


to thinke on their miſery,and vſe his beſt indeuours 
to freethem, I haue not ſet downeall their names, 
becauſe I cannot well call themro remembrance ; 
neitherare many of theſe Chriften-names the ſame 
which they had in England, it being vſuallat the Bi- 
ſhops Confirmation to take what name they will : 
as alſo ſome of the Sir-names are not their true 
names indeed 3 for the Papiſts doe many times 


which are not right; and howſoener, they are 
knowneto their friends by thele, 


The 14 of the Houſe. 


Seth, alias 1oſeph Foiter, Confteſlor. 

lohn Fiutan, . 

Nicholas PP Prieſts. 

Peter Conſul, a Familiar, that is, a Lay-Brother, bur 
a drunken one, God knowes. 


The Nunnes of the Houſe. 


Anne Wiſeman, Priorelle. 
Elizabeth Hart, Chantreſſe. 
Anne Wharton, T reaſureſle. 
Anne, alias, 1oſepha Bingham, Portreſle. 
Lucy lobnſon, Notareſle. | 
Dorothy Fowler , Keeper of the Reliques and} 
Church-ſtuffe. 

Briget worn ee of S”, Auth: Browne, 
Lucy Browne, % Vilc. Montacate. 
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Martha. 


Clarg DOWWap, indeed anne .the Ganfetlors 
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